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public emergencies. In the context of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we turn to the role
of public health officers and North Shoret
response to this unique emergency.

Special pouers ofpablic beahb officers.
\Øisconsin law grants the Department of
Health Services the authoriry to "close schools

and forbid public gatherings in schools,

churches, and other places to control outbreaks

and epidemics" and "authorize and implement
all emergency measures necessary to control
communicable diseases." \Vis. Stat. Section

252.02

In the event of a declared state of emergenc¡
local public health officers, including the
director the North Shore Health Department,
have authoriry akin to law enfo¡cement when
it comes to issuing orders to address, prevenr,

suppress and control communicable diseases.

Local health officers may do what is reasonable

and necessary for the prevention and
suppression of disease, including forbidding
public gatherings when deemed necessary ro

control outbreaks or epidemics. \Øis. Stat.

Section 252.03(2).

Any person who willfully violates or
obstructs the execution ofany state statute

or rule, counry, ciry or village ordinance or
departmental order may be imprisoned for
not more than 30 days or fined not more than

$500 or both. \Øis. Stat. Section 252.25.

Tbe Nortb Sbore's Response to tbe
COWD-|9 Pandemíc. Here was the
sequence of events (in 2020).

, March 11, President Donald Tiump
declared a national health emergency in
response to COVID-I9.

, March 12, \Øisconsin Governor Tony
Evers issued Executive Order #72 declaring
a health emergency in response to
coVID-19.

, March 13, Milwaukee Counry Executive
Chris Abele declared a local public health
emergency in response to COMD-I9.

, March 14, chief elected officials of the
seven Milwaukee Counry North Shore

municipalities issued an emergency

statement concerning our response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

About the same rime the chief elected officials
of each North Shore municipaliry issued a

decla¡ation of municipal emergency. A short
time later, each municipaliry modified its
procedures to permit meetings to be held
remotely.

The North Shore Health Department is

the agency that administers public health
services for Bayside, Brown Deer, Glendale,
Fox Point, Shorewood, Rivers Hills, and
\X&itefish Bay. The chief elected officials
and senior staff of each municipality worked
closely with one another and the director
of the North Shore Health Department to
coo¡dinate our response. The Norrh Shore

Health Department began issuing daily
reports concerning COVID-I9 cases in our
communities.

In addition, we worked with the director of
the Milwaukee Counry Office of Emergency

Management, the Intergovernmental
Cooperation Council (ICC) consisting of
the chief elected officials of the county's 19

municipalities and the county execurive, the
counry's chief municipal public health officers,

the North Shore Fire and Rescue chieÊ

and top oficials from other fire and rescue

departments in the counry.

The ICC created a combined and coordinated
county-wide emergency response unit. The
chief elected officials and others in leadership
positions participated in teleconferences at
least three times a week.

Our mobilization was deliberate but measured.

Our prioriry was to protect our residents while
continuing essential services.

Conclasíon. Public safery is a core function
of government. In the case of public health
related emergenc¡ local government is usually
in the best position to respond. No¡th Sho¡e

officials and representatives will continue to do
what needs to be done during this challenge.

Douglas H. Frazer is a Fox Point residtnt and
neighborhood contributor as well as the uilkge
presiclent. Tlte uiews expressed are his own and
not necessariþ those of the Village, the uilkge
board, other uilkge board members, or Best

Wrsion Media, LLC.
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lmagine your home,
totally organ¡zed!

Custom CIosets, Garage Cab¡nets, Home Office,
Pantr¡es, Laundries, Wall Beds,Wall Units,
Hobby Rooms, Garage Flooring and more...
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